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Essex County Passes Tobacco 21 Legislation
Essex County on Tuesday became the first
North Country county in the state to pass
legislation raising the minimum legal sale
age for all tobacco products to 21.
The North Country Tobacco Use Reduction
Task Force, an undertaking of AHI's
Population Health Improvement Program
(PHIP), played an integral role in the
legislation's passage. Task Force members
are pictured with Essex County legislators
and other stakeholders after the vote. The
group, made up of representatives from more than 35 partner agencies, spent more than a year
raising awareness about the prevalence and impact of tobacco use in the region via the It's Time to
Clear the Air in the North Country initiative.
"This is a banner day for Essex County. Raising the sale age from 18 to 21 will reduce the number of
young people who initiate tobacco use and the number who suffer the consequences of such use,
lower the costs associated with related conditions, and improve the overall health of people in the
county," said Theresa Paeglow, PHIP Manager, AHI. "I can't thank our task force enough for their
hard work and tenacity and I can only hope other counties in our region will now follow suit."

AHI PPS Measurement Year 5 Planning
Measurement Year 5 (MY5) is the final year for PPS-wide efforts to impact DSRIP
measures as we continue to improve health care delivery, impact population
health and assist in the transition to value-based payment. For MY5, we have
assembled a cross-functional team of AHI staff members to work with our
partners as a support resource and additional point of contact as the AHI PPS
continues to move forward. Beginning this week, members of the team will be
reaching out to partners to assist in identifying how you may be able to impact
DSRIP measures, either directly or indirectly, and to learn more about programs and services
identified in action plans that can be shared with others for regional success.
Please contact Kelly Owens, Manager – Workforce and DSRIP Project Management Team, AHI, at
kowens@ahihealth.org, with any questions.

DSRIP Partner Success Story
The University of Vermont Health Network - Elizabethtown

Community Hospital is involved in a number of DSRIP
projects, and according to Heather Reynolds, MSN, RN,
Director of Quality, two, in particular, stand out.
"With regard to project 2.a.i, Population Health
Management, we continually review data to ensure our patients are receiving the highest quality of
care using evidence-based medicine," stated Reynolds. "The opening of our Crown Point Health
Center can be directly linked to DSRIP funding. By adding another clinic, the hospital has been able
to increase primary care services to an underserved population by hiring two providers, nurses, and
support staff." Reynolds shared that through the end of August, 992 individuals had received care at
the facility.
"For project 2.a.ii, PCMH (Patient-Centered Medical Home) Certification, all six of our communitybased health centers, including two that had never been recognized at any level, received NCQA
Level 3 recognition in 2017," said Reynolds of the highest level of PCMH achievement available.

Workforce Impact Analysis Due by October 3
It’s that time again! Performing Provider Systems are required to
submit to the NYS DOH twice each year, for quarters ending in
March and September, workforce impact information specifically
related to the hiring, retraining, and redeployment of staff. This
milestone has an attached achievement value and completion is
required by all partners. The reporting period for this analysis is
April 1 - September 30, 2018. Information was sent to partners on
August 21 and is due by October 3. Partners may begin
completing the document upon receipt with data available from
April 1 to the present. Contact Jessica Maguire at jmaguire@ahihealth.org with any questions and
thank you for completing this important task.

ARHN Partnership Increases Access to Farm Fresh Produce
The Adirondack Rural Health Network (ARHN), a program of AHI,
has partnered with the Glens Falls Farmers Market Association
and the Greater Glens Falls Area Salvation Army to launch a
voucher program to increase access to fresh fruits and vegetables
in the community.
Lee Cleavland, Case Worker, Greater Glens Falls Area Salvation
Army, shared that since starting the program a little more than a
month ago, more than 20 vouchers have been distributed to
those in need. Each voucher may be redeemed for $10 worth of
the market's fresh produce.
"With ARHN's support, we've also been educating the community
about resources available to them," explained Cleavland. "For instance, many people who receive
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits are unaware you can use them at the
farmers market. We're grateful to have ARHN as a strong supporter of our efforts to keep
communities healthy."

SDH and DSRIP Surveys: Your Input is Needed
The NYS DOH has released a survey on
the creation and use of social
determinants of health (SDH) assessment
tools. The purpose of the survey is to get
a sense of the variations of SDH

The Independent Evaluator of the NYS
DSRIP program is conducting a survey of
PPS partners to ascertain perceptions of
DSRIP and how the program has
impacted organizations and patients.

assessment tools presently being used
across the state.
Complete the SDH Assessment Tool
Survey by Thursday, September 27.

Today, mlbreen@uasurveys.albany.edu
will email a link to the online survey to
PPS partners for completion at your
earliest convenience.

If you have any questions, email
sdh@health.ny.gov.

If you have any questions about the
survey, email srain@albany.edu.

Last chance to register. Click here.

Click here to register.

Warren-Hamilton Counties NY Connects is
hosting a Volunteer Open House, 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 23, at the Warren
County Human Services Building, 1340 State
Route 9, Lake George. Please stop by if you're
interested in learning more about volunteer
opportunities in the community. No reservation
is needed. Call 1.866.805.3931 with any
questions.

Click here to register.
Chefs in the City is an exclusive culinary
event in support of Glens Falls Hospital.
Join us at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, October
11, at historic Park Theater in
downtown Glens Falls for an evening
featuring a masterful collection of some
of our region’s finest chefs preparing
dishes from their favorite cities around
the world. For event, sponsorship, and
ticket information, please contact
Cristina Britton at 518.926.5969, or
cbritton@glensfallshosp.org.

Submit Your Content for AHInformer
AHI partner organizations in Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga, St. Lawrence,
Warren, and Washington counties are encouraged to submit content (news, success stories,
educational opportunities, community events, etc.) to be considered for inclusion in AHInformer.

Simply email your information to communications@ahihealth.org and we'll be happy to consider it
for a future edition.
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