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AHI PPS Workforce Funding Supports SimulationAHI PPS Workforce Funding Supports Simulation
Labs for Washington County EMS PersonnelLabs for Washington County EMS Personnel

With AHI PPS Workforce funding support,
Washington County Public Health hosted the
first of four simulation labs for Washington
County emergency medical services
personnel on Saturday at SUNY Adirondack.

Identifying a need for continuing education
for EMS workers, Kathy Jo McIntyre,
Assistant Director, Washington County
Public Health, reached out to staff from AHI
PPS Workforce and the Adirondack Rural
Health Network (ARHN), a program of AHI,
who helped her with an application to secure
funding for the initiative.

Students from five rescue squads - Granville, Skenesborough, Salem, Cambridge, and
Fort Ann - participated in the first session. Others were invited and will be
participating in future labs.

McIntyre, and Paul Zinn, EMS Coordinator II, Washington County, worked with Jennifer
Jenkins, SUNY Adirondack Nursing Department, and Caelynn Prylo, SUNY Adirondack
Continuing Education, to set up the sessions. "For the first session, Paul selected two
scenarios - one involving a child falling out of a tree and suffering a seizure and the
other involving child birth," explained McIntyre. "Participants were given minimal
information ahead of the simulations and had to conduct assessments to determine
what was going on. For instance, they were told the child fell out of the tree and had
been feeling okay, but then started to feel worse, but nothing else."

Lifelike mannequins were used for the simulations. "The labs were highly realistic,"
said McIntyre. "For instance, the mannequin of the child exhibited signs of seizure
activity." For the maternity exercise, two scenarios were presented to students - one a
normal delivery and the other involving a child with an umbilical cord around his neck.
"The mannequin of the mother was making high-pitched wails indicating her pain,"
stated McIntyre. "The students expressed how helpful it was to participate in

https://ahihealth.org/ahipps/dsrip-infrastructure/workforce/
https://washingtoncountyny.gov/292/Public-Health-Nursing
http://www.ahihealth.org/arhn


exercises that seemed so real."

According to McIntyre, the
sessions are being conducted
by instructor Frank Shoemaker,
a firefighter and paramedic
from Troy, who's also on the
faculty at Hudson Valley
Community College.

"In addition to helpful training,
this series is providing a great
opportunity for all the EMS
programs to work together,"
said McIntyre. "Initially, only

EMS partners in Washington County were invited to participate, but working with the
Mountain Lakes Regional EMS Council, we've been able to open participation to EMS
squads in neighboring counties. Again, this is another example of a great chance for
squads that don't normally work together to collaborate on a project."

McIntyre shared that remaining labs will be held January 2, 6, and 16. "When we have
a need such as this, we always turn to AHI for support and they came through for us
once again," said McIntyre. "We're grateful we can offer this important learning
opportunity to our EMS partners."

Area Schools Participate in Great American Area Schools Participate in Great American Smokeout®Smokeout®
with Assistance from AHI's ATFC/Reality Check Programwith Assistance from AHI's ATFC/Reality Check Program

Many local school districts participated last
month in the Great American Smokeout® with the
assistance of Adirondack Health Institute's
Advancing Tobacco-Free Communities/Reality
Check program. Participating schools included
South Glens Falls High School, Oliver W. Winch
Middle School, Schuylerville High School, Burnt
Hills-Ballston Lake High School, and Waterford-
Halfmoon Union Free School District.

Read the full article.Read the full article.

Other NewsOther News

Brandis Awarded Physician of the YearBrandis Awarded Physician of the Year

For the second straight year, Robert Brandis, MD, FACP, Medical
Director of Mountain Valley Hospice in Gloversville, has been named
Physician of the Year by the Leader-Herald. Accredited in hospice and
palliative care medicine, Brandis has served as the organization's
sole physician since 2003. Brandis also practices full time as an
Internal Medicine Primary Care Physician for the Nathan Littauer
Mayfield Primary Care Center where he has been a provider for 22

https://mountainlakesems.org/
https://www.cancer.org/healthy/stay-away-from-tobacco/great-american-smokeout.html
https://www.sgfcsd.org/south-glens-falls-hs/
https://www.sgfcsd.org/oliver-w-winch-ms/
https://www.schuylervilleschools.org/high-school/
https://www.bhbl.org/
http://www.whufsd.org/
https://ahihealth.org/area-schools-participate-in-great-american-smokeout/
https://mvhcares.org/
https://www.leaderherald.com/
http://www.nlh.org/health-centers/mayfield-center


years.

Training Sessions, Meetings, and EventsTraining Sessions, Meetings, and Events

LGBTQ+ Dinner and Learn Provider TrainingLGBTQ+ Dinner and Learn Provider Training
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 5-8 p.m., Queensbury Hotel, GlensTuesday, Jan. 14, 5-8 p.m., Queensbury Hotel, Glens

FallsFalls
or

Monday, Feb. 3, 5-8 p.m., Hotel Saranac, Saranac LakeMonday, Feb. 3, 5-8 p.m., Hotel Saranac, Saranac Lake
Target audience : Clinicians, All-leve l Providers andTarget audience : Clinicians, All-leve l Providers and
Practice  Managers, PCMH Certified Content ExpertsPractice  Managers, PCMH Certified Content Experts

Join trainers Erica Bostick, MD, University of Rochester Medical Center, and Casey
Belrose, Planned Parenthood of the North Country NY, Inc., as they teach participants
how to navigate health care challenges the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer,
and plus communities encounter on a regular basis in a clinical setting. This event will
spotlight social stigmas, health and development challenges of LGBTQ+ youth, gender
identity, and medical treatment options for transgender youth and adults.

Training objectives:

Recognize the value of collecting SOGI (sexual orientation and gender identity)
data in the medical office setting.
Describe affirming practices in the sexual and medical health history
assessment for LGBTQ+ youth/adults.
Discuss gender-affirming medical treatment options for transgender
youth/adults.
Gain increased knowledge about the term LGBTQIA+, and its component parts.
Gain increased knowledge around the concept of sexual identity, and its various
facets, including sexual orientation, gender identity, and sex assigned at birth.
Discuss various ways to implement this increased knowledge and
understanding in your practice, both in relationship to patients and clients, but
also coworkers and staff.

RSVP required. Contact Melissa Davey at mdavey@ahihealth.org with any questions.

Register for January's session.Register for January's session. Register for February'sRegister for February's
session.session.

mailto:mdavey@ahihealth.org
https://lgbtqdinnerandlearnjan.eventbrite.com
https://lgbtqdinnerandlearnfeb.eventbrite.com


LGBTQ+ Partner ForumLGBTQ+ Partner Forum
Wednesday, January 15, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.Wednesday, January 15, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Northwest Conference Center, SUNY Adirondack,Northwest Conference Center, SUNY Adirondack,
QueensburyQueensbury

Join presenters Erica Bostick, MD, Casey Belrose, and Bryan Flowers as they teach
participants how to support population health in the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, and plus communities. This event will spotlight social stigmas,
health and development challenges, and gender identity. The day will conclude with a
panel of regional experts taking questions and sharing their successes and
challenges.

Presenters and panelists include:

Casey Belrose, Planned Parenthood of the North Country NY, Inc.
Erica Bostick, MD, University of Rochester Medical Center
Bryan Flowers, Oakwise Counseling
Rachel Marcey, Planned Parenthood Mohawk Hudson, Inc.
Celeste Steele, Glens Falls Hospital

RSVP required. Contact Melissa Davey at mdavey@ahihealth.org with any questions.

Register for the session.Register for the session.

mailto:mdavey@ahihealth.org
https://lgbtqpartnerforum.eventbrite.com




Share Your UpdatesShare Your Updates

AHI partners in Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga, St. Lawrence,
Warren, and Washington counties are encouraged to send news items to Phil Kahn at
communications@ahihealth.org to be considered for inclusion in AHInformer.

Adirondack Health Institute | 101 Ridge Street, Glens Falls, NY 12801 | 518.480.0111
communications@ahihealth.org | www.ahihealth.org
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