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AHI PPS Accelerating DSRIP Funds FlowAHI PPS Accelerating DSRIP Funds Flow

In response to feedback received from partners over growing cash flow concerns
during the COVID-19 crisis, the AHI management team developed several
recommendations to accelerate DSRIP funds flow. These recommendations have been
endorsed by the PPS Finance Committee and approved by the AHI Board Executive
Committee for immediate release. In total, $3.5 million will be released over the next
several weeks in the following categories:
 

Release of DY4 P4P installment 2 prior to the final reconciliation calculations
that are pending additional determinations from the NYS DOH. Those
reconciliation items will be shifted to DY5 P4P distributions;
Release of all DY5 sustainability funds using AHI contingency reserves to cover
approximately half of the funding as the remainder will not be received from
the NYS DOH until August 2020;
Approval and release of pending DY4 sustainability project requests.

   
Additional details and any required contracting documents will be shared as part of
the distribution process. 

If you have any questions, please send an email to dsripahi@ahihealth.org. In order
to allow our staff time to focus on needed calculations and contracting documents,
we respectfully ask that you do not send “How much is my organization going to
receive?” type questions. Those calculations are in process and funds will be
distributed shortly.             
 
We are hopeful this acceleration of funds flow will be a helpful step in assisting our
PPS partners as they continue to deal with the challenges associated with the COVID-
19 pandemic.

COVID-19 Situation Impacts NCQA PCMH RecognitionCOVID-19 Situation Impacts NCQA PCMH Recognition

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact the way we all
do business, NCQA has published updates regarding how the
current situation impacts Patient-Centered Medical Home
(PCMH) recognition. NCQA understands that normal
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operations have been disrupted in many communities which could affect
organizations’ ability to meet NCQA requirements.

NCQA will be flexible in scoring organizational performance during the March–
September timeframe;
Organizations with an upcoming survey or evaluation in 2020 should contact
their recognition account representative. NCQA will determine if additional
accommodations (e.g., longer extensions, virtual surveys, shorter look-back
periods) are necessary on a case-by-case basis;
Organizations do not need to credential practitioners who are not part of their
network or practice and are providing care to members/patients as part of a
federal, state or local government emergency response team.

Visit the NCQA website for moreVisit the NCQA website for more
information.information.

Reminder: Final AHI PPS Impact Analysis Due by April 8Reminder: Final AHI PPS Impact Analysis Due by April 8

As a reminder, the final AHI PPS Workforce Impact Analysis is due for DY5 Q4.
Documents sent to partners on March 5 encompassing the October 1, 2019 - March
31, 2020 time period are due back to Blue Fox-Fire  by Wednesday, April 8. If you have
any questions, contact Kelly Owens at kowens@ahihealth.org.

Partner Success StoryPartner Success Story

JCEO Uses SUN Funds to Purchase Food for Local PantriesJCEO Uses SUN Funds to Purchase Food for Local Pantries

The Joint Council for Economic and Opportunity of
Clinton and Franklin Counties, Inc. (JCEO) applied for
and received funding through the Adirondack
Foundation's Special and Urgent Needs (SUN) Fund to
purchase food for small independent food pantries
and shelves that serve remote locations.

According to Dick LaVigne, JCEO's Food Services
Director (pictured), earlier this week, JCEO sent 1,700
heads of Romaine lettuce, 30 pounds of five-star
lettuce and 60 cucumbers each to local food pantries.
LaVigne and his staff have also planted tomato and
cucumber plants in one of the organization's two
greenhouses which were built with funding support
from the AHI PPS, for future distribution.

"We at JCEO are thrilled to know that, because of our
many partners, we are better equipped to respond to
the (COVID-19) crisis," said Bruce Garcia, CEO, JCEO.

Other NewsOther News

Health Insurance Open Enrollment Extended To April 15,Health Insurance Open Enrollment Extended To April 15,
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AHI Offering Free Telephone Enrollment AssistanceAHI Offering Free Telephone Enrollment Assistance

NY State of Health has extended the Open Enrollment
period for health insurance coverage allowing
individuals to enroll in a Qualified Health Plan through
April 15. Individuals who sign up for a Qualified Health

Plan from now until April 15 will have coverage effective April 1. Those who are
eligible for other NY State of Health programs – Medicaid, the Essential Plan, and
Child Health Plus – can enroll year-round. To schedule a free telephone appointment
with one of AHI's Enrollment Assistance Services and Education (EASE) program
enrollment specialists, call 1.866.872.3740.

AHI Health Home Care Management Open for ReferralsAHI Health Home Care Management Open for Referrals

The AHI Health Home Care Management program is
open for referrals and ready to serve through our 24
affiliated care management organizations. Thanks to
waivers from the New York State Department of
Health, we have adjusted our operations to
accommodate for telephonic services, consent, and
support when needed.

Visit the AHI Health Home Care Management web page to access referral forms. Email
referrals to healthhome@ahihealth.org. 

Click here to visit the AHI Health Home Care Management webClick here to visit the AHI Health Home Care Management web
page.page.

Citizen Advocates Move Into Larger Clinic Space in MassenaCitizen Advocates Move Into Larger Clinic Space in Massena

In April 2019, Citizen Advocates opened an
integrated Behavioral Health Clinic in Massena to
provide St. Lawrence County residents greater
access to much-needed services. Fast forward one

year, and the organization is moving its clinic into a newer, expanded space located at
16 Phillips Street offering outpatient mental health and addiction prevention,
treatment, and recovery services.

“While many of us adjust our lives during this national public health emergency,
Citizen Advocates is ready to serve the mental health and addiction needs of St.
Lawrence County,” said James Button, Chief Operations Officer at Citizen Advocates.
“If you’re in crisis, come see us. We also offer telemental health to our patients so
they are able to receive the same, leading-edge care from wherever they are.”

Click here to read the fullClick here to read the full
story.story.

Training Sessions, Meetings, and EventsTraining Sessions, Meetings, and Events
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Click here for a list of our caregiver supportClick here for a list of our caregiver support
groups.groups.

Planning for the Future of Telehealth Workshop, June 25Planning for the Future of Telehealth Workshop, June 25

AHI and the Center for Technology in Government at
the University at Albany, are hosting Planning for the
Future of Telehealth: A Strategic Planning Workshop
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Thursday, June 25, at the
Crowne Plaza in Lake Placid. The workshop will bring
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together collaborative partners to develop a strategic
plan for the future implementation of telehealth in the
North Country region. An AHI Telehealth Listening
Tour report, The State of Telehealth in the North
Country, compiled by AHI with funding support from
the Charles R. Wood Foundation , will shape the
workshop discussion. Stakeholders across the region
are encouraged to review the report and then attend
the workshop in support of prioritizing needs and
actions that address barriers to telehealth adoption,
implementation, and expansion.

Contact Nancy DelMastro at ndelmastro@ahihealth.org, or Katy Cook at
kcook@ahihealth.org with any workshop, report, or application questions.

Click here to register.Click here to register.
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Share Your UpdatesShare Your Updates

AHI partners in Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga, St. Lawrence,
Warren, and Washington counties are encouraged to send news items to Phil Kahn at
communications@ahihealth.org to be considered for inclusion in AHInformer.
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