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News Headlines

AHI will be closed on November 24 and 25 in observance of Thanksgiving.

We are thankful for the hard work and dedication of our employees, regional health care
providers, community-based organizations, and others with whom we partner with in our mission

to transform health care and improve population health.

With gratitude, Happy Thanksgiving from all of us at AHI!

AHI's Rural Communities Opioid Response Program Launches Narcan Emergency Box
Initiative Across Northern New York

Adirondack Health Institute’s Rural Communities
Opioid Response Program has provided 125 Narcan
Emergency Boxes across five counties in Upstate New

Narcan emergency boxes are part of an
initiative with Hudson Mohawk Area Health
Education Center to provide communities with

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkc-qvrjMjGtG-eOjZ28fj7tU47Sr3lZsw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/documentation-coding-and-billing-for-sudoud-via-mat-rural-health-tickets-428691356387


York, including Clinton, Franklin, Essex, Warren, and
Washington counties. A Narcan Emergency Box is an
opioid overdose kit attached to the wall of a public
building. Each box contains four doses of Narcan
nasal spray, provided by the Alliance for Positive
Health, that can be used for emergency treatment of
a known or suspected overdose. The Alliance for
Positive Health will provide replenishment of the
Narcan as it is used. To find out more about their
services, visit
https://www.allianceforpositivehealth.org/.

Sabrina Herlick, Director, RCORP Implementation
commented, "I was thrilled that each business we
reached out to was more than happy to host a
Narcan Emergency Box. I am really grateful that our
local businesses have a supportive harm-reduction
approach to substance use in Northern New York.
The more Narcan we can have accessible during an
emergency, or available to those who need it, the
higher the chances we have to save a life."

more public access to Narcan. To find where
Narcan Emergency Boxes are located, scan the
QR code or visit www.ahihealth.org/rcorp.

For agencies interested in joining the initiative,
a limited number of boxes are still available
upon request. Please contact Sabrina Herlick at
sherlick@ahihealth.org. 

OMH Community Mental Health Loan Repayment Program

The FY 2022-23 Office of Mental Health Budget includes $9 million annually to support a new program to
support licensed community mental health programs in the recruitment and retention of psychiatrists
and psychiatric nurse practitioners (NPs). The Office of Mental Health (OMH) is establishing: The OMH
Community Mental Health Loan Repayment Program (OMH CMHLRP) to support designated community
programs in this effort.

For eligible programs, the OMH CMHLRP is awarding State Aid grants for loan repayment for both eligible
existing or newly hired psychiatrists and psychiatric NPs in designated community mental health settings
throughout New York State as follows:

For psychiatrists, the OMH CMHLRP provides up to $120,000 in loan repayment over a three-year
period.
For psychiatric NPs, the OMH CMHLRP provides up to $30,000 in loan repayment over a three-
year period.

A total of $9 million annually is available to fund the OMH CMHLRP during FY 2022-23. These funds will
support a minimum of 360 awards (180 psychiatrists/180 psychiatric NPs).

Providers of licensed community mental health programs in one of the two below specified program
categories may apply on behalf of eligible staff.
 

Inpatient/CPEP: Licensed providers of Article 28 hospital inpatient psychiatric units, Article 31
freestanding inpatient hospital programs and Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Programs
(CPEPs).
Outpatient: Licensed providers of Article 31 outpatient programs including Assertive Community
Treatment (ACT) teams, Continuing Day Treatment (CDT), Children’s Day Treatment, Partial
Hospitalization (PH), Personalized Recover Oriented Services (PROS), and Mental Health
Outpatient Treatment and Rehabilitative Services (MHOTRS). 

OMH has assigned an Issuing Officer for this project. The Issuing Officer or a designee shall be the sole
point of contact regarding the RFA from the date of issuance of the RFA until the issuance of the Notice
of Conditional Award. To avoid being deemed non-responsive, an applicant is restricted from making
contact with any other personnel of OMH regarding the RFA. Certain findings of non-responsibility can
result in rejection for a contract award. The Issuing Officer for this RFP is:
 

Carol Swiderski
Contract Management Specialist 2 

New York State Office of Mental Health
Contracts and Claims

44 Holland Avenue, 7th Floor

https://www.allianceforpositivehealth.org/
http://www.ahihealth.org/rcorp
mailto:sherlick@ahihealth.org


Albany, NY 12229
carol.swiderski@omh.ny.gov

 
​For additional information and requirements please refer to the Request for Application (RFA) Office of
Mental Health Community Mental Health Loan Repayment Program (OMH CMHLRP) issued by the New
York State Office of Mental Health. The OMH CMHLRP RFA can be found at:
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2022/cmhlrp/index.html.

The holidays can be a joyous season, however, many individuals struggle this time of year. There is help
available. The 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline  – previously known as the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline

– is a national network of more than 200 crisis centers that helps thousands of people overcome crisis
situations every day.

If you or someone you know is struggling and needs support now, call or text 988 or chat 988lifeline.org.

Information for providers, professionals, and how to get involved can also be found by visiting
988lifeline.org.

A new publication is available from Moreau Community Center. Click here to read!

Free, On-Demand Training:
Screen & Intervene: Addressing Food Insecurity Among Older Adults

Screen & Intervene: Addressing Food Insecurity Among Older Adults” is a course designed for
health care providers who work with adults ages 50 and over. The course also is useful for those
interested in learning more about food insecurity and how to address this serious health issue
facing millions of older Americans.

The course is offered free of charge. The full course takes an hour but does not have to be
completed in one seating. Participants can receive 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit of Continuing
Medical Education (CME) for MDs and DOs as well as other professional groups. A certificate of
completion is also available.

Click here for more information!

Events

mailto:carol.swiderski@omh.ny.gov
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/rfp/2022/cmhlrp/index.html
http://988lifeline.org
http://988lifeline.org/
https://mycommunityonline.com/find/moreau-community-center-12803/bulletin/file/06-5358-20221201N.pdf
https://frac.learnercommunity.com/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=d1609803-f76b-453b-bd3d-fbd69e233798




Fidelis Care Webinar Series

Last month, Fidelis Care kicked off a three-part webinar series about their unique case
management program offerings aimed at improving the physical and behavioral outcomes of their
memberships. The series is delivered by an integrated panel of care management experts from
their Population Health and Clinical Operations Department. 

Look for more information in the coming months about the other two webinar sessions in this
series, one of which will be focused on adult-centered behavioral health care management
programs and the other on child-centered care management programs. Dates and registration
links will be included in this future communication. 

For an overview of the Fidelis Care case management programs that will be covered in the
webinar series, click here. 

If you have questions, reach out to VBP@fideliscare.org. 

https://www.fideliscare.org/Portals/0/Providers/EducationalMaterials/Care_Management_Resource_Sheet_2021_Fidelis_Care.pdf
mailto:VBP@fideliscare.org


Other Information and Resources

Career Opportunities at AHI 

Adirondack Health Institute (AHI) is hiring! We are actively recruiting for the following positions:

Enrollment Specialist
Program Performance Analyst
Regional Care Coordination Specialist (Children)

To learn more or apply online, visit our Career Center! 

Addiction and Mental Healthcare Access Assistance

AHI’s CHAMP (Community Health Access to Addiction and Mental Healthcare Project) program
assists individuals and their families with accessing substance use disorder and mental health
treatment services. We can help by breaking down barriers to care, including provider network
and other health insurance related issues. We serve nine counties: Clinton, Essex, Franklin, St.
Lawrence, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga, Warren, and Washington.

CHAMP is a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL service available to everyone, regardless of insurance
coverage, including the uninsured.

Call us at 1.866.872.3740 or visit our website to for more information.

Information sessions can be scheduled and materials made available upon request – contact us for
more details! 

Health Insurance Enrollment Assistance

AHI's EASE (Enrollment Assistance Services and Education) program assists individuals, families

and small business owners enroll in health insurance coverage through the NY State of Health

Marketplace. We serve eight counties: Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga,

Warren, and Washington.

​We don’t charge and we’re not an insurance company. We help clients look at available insurance

plans and find out if they're eligible for financial assistance.

Request an appointment online or call toll-free, 1.866.872.3740, to make an appointment with a

certified enrollment specialist. We’ll help to review health insurance choices via phone, for free. To

learn more, click here.

AHI also provides assistance with helping individuals and families resolve issues in accessing

substance use disorder and mental health services, as well as care management services.

https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=c6e05ba9-93bf-4239-a04e-9f372362c2b4&ccId=19000101_000001&lang=en_US
https://ahihealth.org/champ/
https://ahihealth.org/ease/appointment-request/
https://files.constantcontact.com/09801304701/84726294-28bc-46ad-a36e-992aec2d09a3.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/09801304701/7e17617f-5b6e-4757-8e9f-b6cf99d21569.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/09801304701/0b4bdf98-62a6-4664-9fd4-b7282ff0b23e.pdf


COVID-19 Resources

For links to various COVID-19 resources for community partners,
​please visit AHI's website.

Share Your Updates

AHI partners in Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga, St. Lawrence, Warren, and
Washington counties are encouraged to send news items to communications@ahihealth.org to be
considered for inclusion in the AHInformer.

​This edition and past issues of the newsletter are available at https://ahihealth.org/ahi-
news/ahinformer/.
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