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AHI’s Clear the Air in the Southern Adirondacks program meets with
Senators Daniel G. Stec, Jake Ashby and Assemblymember Matthew Simpson at the

Capitol to discuss tobacco control successes and needs
 

Overall tobacco use in New York State is down, but high rates of smoking among certain
communities and vaping among youth persist; funding for the NYS Tobacco Control program is just

1.6% of the state’s annual tobacco revenue.
 

Glens Falls, NY -- Clear the Air in the Southern Adirondacks (CASA), a partner in the New York
State Tobacco Control Program (NYS TCP), recently met with Senators Jake Ashby and Daniel G.
Stec, and Assemblymember Mathew Simpson at the state Capitol in Albany to discuss efforts to
reduce New Yorkers’ tobacco use and smoking-related deaths and disease. CASA representatives
shared details of tobacco control progress and areas of continued attention, as statistics show
over 28,200 adult New Yorkers still die every year from smoking[i].They also stressed that funding
for the state’s Tobacco Control Program is just 1.6% of the state’s annual tobacco revenue[ii].
 
The NYS TCP continues to make immense progress in reducing smoking. The average adult
smoking rate in New York State is now 12%[iii], or 1.7 million New Yorkers who smoke, down from
more than 23% in 2001[iv], and the youth smoking rate is down to 2.4%[v] from 27.1% in
2000vDespite the reduced cigarette smoking rate, 280,000 New York youth currently under the
age of 18 will die prematurely from smoking[vi]. And, vaping, or e-cigarette use, is still dangerously
high. Nearly one in four high-school-age youth in New York State vape/use e-cigarettes, the most
used tobacco product among youth[vii].
 
When asked about her experiences related to tobacco marketing CASA’s Reality Check Youth
Leader, Angie Firneno stated “The way that tobacco marketing is influencing my peers to start
using tobacco products is really concerning to me. I find it alarming to think that our generation is
still using these products when we have seen how it has hurt our parents. Since vaping has
become more popular, there has been a lot of peer pressure for people like me. It’s time to take
action to create awareness for my generation and generations to come”.
 
The NYS TCP promotes an environment open to change
New York State passed several landmark tobacco control laws in 2020, ending the sale of flavored
vape products – including menthol vapes– and the sale of tobacco products in pharmacies
statewide; prohibiting tobacco coupons and other discounts; and restricting the exterior display of
tobacco product ads near schools. Over the past five years, tobacco control partners have assisted
public, affordable and market-rate multi-unit property owners transition over 44,000 multi-unit
housing units to be free of tobacco smoke for the health and safety of their residents.
 
Smoking rates remain high among certain demographic groups; more work is needed to save
New Yorkers’ lives and improve their health
NYS TCP’s policy-driven, cost-effective and evidence-based approaches contributed to a
substantial decline in tobacco use. These approaches are now further focused on communities

https://ahihealth.org/casa/
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/tobacco_control/program_components.htm
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-food-justice-summit-tickets-528592623767


and populations with high tobacco use rates. Throughout New York State, smoking rates remain
high among:
 
·      adults who report frequent mental distress at 19.7%iii,
·      adults with less than a high school education, at 19%iii,
·      adults with an annual household income of less than $25,000, at 20%iii,
·      adults enrolled in Medicaid, at 22.9%iii, and
·      adults living with a disability, at 17.4%iii.
 
Learn more about The Human Cost of Tobacco in New York State.
 
New York State tobacco revenue vs. tobacco funding
To combat the deadly impact of smoking, the CDC recommends a $203 million annual investment
in New York State’s Tobacco Control Program[ii]. The state’s investment is $39 million, just 1.6% of
the state’s annual tobacco revenue of $2.36 billion[ii].

New York State’s tobacco revenue is a combination of the annual Master Settlement Agreement
(MSA) payment of $737.7 million[ii] and collection of tobacco excise taxes of $1.63 billion[ii].
Under the 1998 MSA, tobacco manufacturers are obligated to pay billions of dollars annually to 46
states, five U.S. territories and the District of Columbia in perpetuity as compensation for taxpayer
money that had been spent on tobacco-related diseases and loss to local economies[viii]. Learn
more about The Economic Reality of Tobacco in New York State.
 
 Support is available for New Yorkers who want to quit
The New York State Smokers' Quitline is a confidential service for all New York State residents
who wish to overcome tobacco use, including e-cigarettes. In addition, the Quitline encourages
teens and young adults (ages 13-24) to text “DROPTHEVAPE” to 88709 to join “This Is Quitting,” a
free texting support program for help with quitting vaping. Visit nysmokefree.com anytime for
more information or call 1-866-NY-QUITS (1-866-697-8487) seven days a week, beginning at 9
a.m.
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A new edition of the Moreau Community Center newsletter is available.
Click here to read!

A new edition of the Family Services Association of Glens Falls, Inc. newsletter is available.
Click here to read!
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Community Resource Day and Job Fair
May 11, 2023

Join the Saranac Lake Area Chamber of Commerce and the Saranac Lake Central School District
on May 11, 2023 for the second annual Community Resource Day and Job Fair. The fair will be
held at Riverside Park in Saranac Lake from 2:00 - 6:00PM.

Share your job openings and information about your business or organization. This event will be
open to the public and students who are looking for full-time, part-time, and seasonal
employment and who are looking for general information about our area organizations and
resources.  

This fair is free to register for and free to attend. To register, click here!

Questions: Contact the Saranac Lake Area Chamber of Commerce at 518-891-1990 or
welcome@slareachamber.org.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeny5llG80EwxJ6dqR0anb6S0oI9pkalUfK81eNS3KZklcJsQ/viewform
mailto:welcome@slareachamber.org


Other Information and ResourcesOther Information and Resources

Struggling to afford internet service?

Visit AffordableConnectivity.gov to learn more about and apply for the Affordable
Connectivity Program.

Addiction and Mental Healthcare Access Assistance

AHI’s CHAMP (Community Health Access to Addiction and Mental Healthcare Project) program
assists individuals and their families with accessing substance use disorder and mental health
treatment services. We can help by breaking down barriers to care, including provider network
and other health insurance related issues. We serve nine counties: Clinton, Essex, Franklin, St.
Lawrence, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga, Warren, and Washington.

CHAMP is a FREE and CONFIDENTIAL service available to everyone, regardless of insurance
coverage, including the uninsured.

Call us at 1.866.872.3740 or visit our website to for more information.

Information sessions can be scheduled and materials made available upon request – contact us for
more details! 

Health Insurance Enrollment Assistance

https://www.affordableconnectivity.gov/
https://ahihealth.org/champ/
https://ahihealth.org/champ/


AHI's EASE (Enrollment Assistance Services and Education) program assists individuals, families

and small business owners enroll in health insurance coverage through the NY State of Health

Marketplace. We serve eight counties: Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga,

Warren, and Washington.

We don’t charge and we’re not an insurance company. We help clients look at available insurance

plans and find out if they're eligible for financial assistance.

Request an appointment online or call toll-free, 1.866.872.3740, to make an appointment with a

certified enrollment specialist. We’ll help to review health insurance choices via phone, for free. To

learn more, click here.

AHI also provides assistance with helping individuals and families resolve issues in accessing

substance use disorder and mental health services, as well as care management services.

COVID-19 Resources

For links to various COVID-19 resources for community partners,
please visit AHI's website.

Share Your Updates

AHI partners in Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Saratoga, St. Lawrence, Warren, and
Washington counties are encouraged to send news items to communications@ahihealth.org to be
considered for inclusion in the AHInformer.

This edition and past issues of the newsletter are available at https://ahihealth.org/ahi-
news/ahinformer/.
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